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Funding Boosts locally grown Fruit and Veg in Kent
An exciting new initiative will bring more locally grown food to the village of Barham, near Canterbury, thanks to a £73,000 grant from Local Food, a £50 million funding programme supported by the Big Lottery Fund which will be supporting food related community projects right across the country.
The FIFTH Trust were amongst the successful applicants to receive funding from the Local Food Programme, which will allow them to create an allotment to educate and train adults with special needs and local school children, in producing locally grown food for the community.
‘Greenbanks Allotment Project’ will teach participants how to prepare, cook and enjoy their own food, as well as provide them with marketing and practical horticultural skills. Those involved will also benefit from being able to take home the seasonal fruit and vegetables grown, with surplus produce being sold at FIFTH Trust’s tea shop and day centres in order to sustain the project. 

Maureen Wilson-Wright, Secretary to the Trustees said:

“This is an exciting new project that will bring together our special needs’ students, primary schools children and the local community to grow their own food and to learn of the importance of eating a balanced diet and leading a healthy lifestyle.”
Funding to the project covers the salary of a specialist instructor, as well as machinery, equipment, and growing houses.
Mark Wheddon, Local Food Programme Manager said:
“It is projects like this that have a wide and lasting impact on the community and we are happy to support them. This project marks just the beginning in terms of Local Food grants. With a record £50 million to distribute to various groups we will begin to see a real change in the accessibility of local food.”
Local Food has been developed by a consortium of 15 national environmental organisations, and is managed on their behalf by the Royal Society of Wildlife Trusts (RSWT). Supported by the Big Lottery Fund's Changing Spaces programme, Local Food will distribute grants to a variety of food related projects to make locally grown food more accessible. 
For further information please visit www.localfoodgrants.org.
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Note to Editors:

RSWT: The Royal Society of Wildlife Trusts is a registered charity, incorporated by Royal Charter, to promote conservation and manage environmental programmes throughout the whole of the UK. It has established management systems for holding and distributing funds totalling more than £20 million annually to environmental projects across the UK.
Changing Spaces programme: The Big Lottery Fund’s Changing Spaces programme was launched in November 2005 to help communities enjoy and improve their local environments. The programme funds a range of activities from local food schemes and farmers markets, to education projects teaching people about the local environment.

The Big Lottery Fund: Is the largest of the National Lottery good cause distributors, has been rolling out £2 million in Lottery good cause money every 24 hours to health, education, environment and charitable causes across the UK. www.biglotteryfund.org.uk.
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