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London Vines to Create Commercial Wine
An exciting Enfield based project is celebrating its entrepreneurial success, following the creation of London’s first ever commercial scale community vineyard; thanks to a £132,000 grant from Local Food.
Forty Hall Community Vineyard were amongst the successful applicants to receive funding from the Local Food Programme, a £50 million funding programme supported by the Big Lottery Fund which will be supporting food related community projects right across the country.
Two acres of land have been planted to date, with 15 acres planned in total. The aim of the project is to establish the vineyard as a self-sustaining social enterprise that will provide educational, social and mental health benefits to local people, as well as a range of horticultural volunteering opportunities.
Sarah Vaughan-Roberts, Vineyard Manager said:

“The Local Food funding marks a key turning point for Forty Hall Community Vineyard, enabling us to employ a project manager, extend our services to the local community and, critically, to plant enough vines next year for the project to become financially self-sustaining in the future. It is a hugely exciting milestone in our development.”
The project is being supported by Capel Manor College who have provided the land for the vines to be grown on. The College supported the project closely during the development stages, and will also maintain an active role long term. The community vineyard project forms part of a wider initiative for Capel Manor College to develop a hub of community organic food production, distribution and educational skills. 
Mark Wheddon, Local Food Programme Manager said:
“It is projects like this that have a wide and lasting impact on the community and we are happy to support them. This project marks just the beginning in terms of Local Food grants. With a record £50 million to distribute to various groups we will begin to see a real change in the accessibility of local food.”
Local Food has been developed by a consortium of 15 national environmental organisations, and is managed on their behalf by the Royal Society of Wildlife Trusts (RSWT). Supported by the Big Lottery Fund's Changing Spaces programme, Local Food will distribute grants to a variety of food related projects to make locally grown food more accessible. 
For further information please visit www.localfoodgrants.org and www.fortyhallvineyard.org.uk 
-ends-

Note to Editors:

RSWT: The Royal Society of Wildlife Trusts is a registered charity, incorporated by Royal Charter, to promote conservation and manage environmental programmes throughout the whole of the UK. It has established management systems for holding and distributing funds totalling more than £20 million annually to environmental projects across the UK.
Changing Spaces programme: The Big Lottery Fund’s Changing Spaces programme was launched in November 2005 to help communities enjoy and improve their local environments. The programme funds a range of activities from local food schemes and farmers markets, to education projects teaching people about the local environment.

The Big Lottery Fund: Is the largest of the National Lottery good cause distributors, has been rolling out £2 million in Lottery good cause money every 24 hours to health, education, environment and charitable causes across the UK. www.biglotteryfund.org.uk.

For general information about English Vineyards contact English Wine Producers  Tel: 01536 772264 or go to www.englishwineproducers.com
For further information please contact:
Sarah Vaughan-Roberts, Vineyard Manager, Forty Hall Community Vineyard, 
Tel: 0208 880 1358, email: mint@blueyonder.co.uk
Lynsey Blackburn, PR & Promotions Officer, Royal Society of Wildlife Trusts

Tel: 01636 670105,  email: lblackburn@rswt.org
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