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Staunton School goes Wild for Local Food
A Hereford primary school will have an exciting outdoor growing area to go with their brand new school, thanks to a £26,000 grant from Local Food, a £50 million funding programme supported by the Big Lottery Fund which will be supporting food related community projects right across the country.
Staunton-on-Wye Primary School were amongst the successful applicants to receive funding from the Local Food Programme, which will allow them to create a vegetable garden, a community heritage orchard and a wild food garden.
Funding will also provide the school with kitchen and maintenance equipment to run their after school community cookery club.

Based on site at the new purpose built school building, all three growing areas will be open for the whole community to enjoy and improve their health, education, environment, and awareness of local cultural heritage. 
Pippa Lloyd, Head Teacher said:

“We are delighted to have received the Local Food grant. We feel that developing a healthier lifestyle and an improved understanding of where food comes from is very important and will be of great benefit to our community”
The school are hoping to be moved into their new premises for Christmas, with the outdoor areas ready for planting in early spring next year.

Mark Wheddon, Local Food Programme Manager said:
“It is projects like this that have a wide and lasting impact on the community and we are happy to support them. This project marks just the beginning in terms of Local Food grants. With a record £50 million to distribute to various groups we will begin to see a real change in the accessibility of local food.”
Local Food has been developed by a consortium of 15 national environmental organisations, and is managed on their behalf by the Royal Society of Wildlife Trusts (RSWT). Supported by the Big Lottery Fund's Changing Spaces programme, Local Food will distribute grants to a variety of food related projects to make locally grown food more accessible. 
For further information please visit www.localfoodgrants.org.
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Note to Editors:

RSWT: The Royal Society of Wildlife Trusts is a registered charity, incorporated by Royal Charter, to promote conservation and manage environmental programmes throughout the whole of the UK. It has established management systems for holding and distributing funds totalling more than £20 million annually to environmental projects across the UK.
Changing Spaces programme: The Big Lottery Fund’s Changing Spaces programme was launched in November 2005 to help communities enjoy and improve their local environments. The programme funds a range of activities from local food schemes and farmers markets, to education projects teaching people about the local environment.

The Big Lottery Fund: Is the largest of the National Lottery good cause distributors, has been rolling out £2 million in Lottery good cause money every 24 hours to health, education, environment and charitable causes across the UK. www.biglotteryfund.org.uk.

For further information please contact:
Pippa Lloyd, Head Teacher, Staunton on Wye Primary School, 
Tel: 01981 500331, email: pllpoyd@staunton-on-wye.hereford.sch.uk
Lynsey Blackburn, PR & Promotions Officer, Royal Society of Wildlife Trusts

Tel: 01636 670105,  email: lblackburn@rswt.org
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