
Media Release
Dudley School First For Food Funding
A local Dudley school has been cooking up a storm after being awarded £10,000 by Local Food, a new grants programme funded by the Big Lottery Fund.
The funding has enabled Castle High School to introduce an after school cooking club which is educating pupils and parents about the merits of healthy cooking.

The Cooking Club has proven to be such a hit with both parents and pupils that the school has had to open an extra classroom to accommodate the increasing number of budding chefs.

Teresa Jones, Secretary of the cooking club said:

 “We are delighted to receive this funding and grateful to the Local Food scheme for supporting this important project. Since the Club started the number of parents now supporting their children’s cooking has increased.  It is important that children learn there is more to “good food” than “fast-food”.

Mark Wheddon, Local Food Programme Manager added:

“It is projects like this that have a wide and lasting impact on the community and we are happy to support them. Castle High’s cooking club marks just the beginning in terms of Local Food grants. With a record £50 million to distribute to various groups we will begin to see a real change in the accessibility of local food right across the country.”
If you would like to learn more about Castle High After School Cooking Club please contact Teresa Jones on 01384 816054.  
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Above: Castle High pupil enjoying a freshly made pizza.

For a hi-res copy of the above image please email Teresa Jones TJONES@castle.dudley.gov.uk
Note to Editors:

Local Food: Local Food has been developed by a consortium of 15 national environmental organisations, and is managed on their behalf by the Royal Society of Wildlife Trusts (RSWT). Supported by the Big Lottery Fund's Changing Spaces programme, Local Food will distribute grants to a variety of food related projects to make locally grown food more accessible. www.localfoodgrants.org 
RSWT: The Royal Society of Wildlife Trusts is a registered charity, incorporated by Royal Charter, to promote conservation and manage environmental programmes throughout the whole of the UK. It has established management systems for holding and distributing funds totalling more than £20 million annually to environmental projects across the UK.
Changing Spaces programme: The Big Lottery Fund’s Changing Spaces programme was launched in November 2005 to help communities enjoy and improve their local environments. The programme funds a range of activities from local food schemes and farmers markets, to education projects teaching people about the local environment.

The Big Lottery Fund: Is the largest of the National Lottery good cause distributors, has been rolling out £2 million in Lottery good cause money every 24 hours to health, education, environment and charitable causes across the UK. www.biglotteryfund.org.uk.
For further information please contact:
Teresa Jones, Cooking Club Secretary, Castle High School, Tel: 01384 816054, Email: TJONES@castle.dudley.gov.uk 
Kelvin DeSena, PR & Promotions Officer, Local Food, Tel: 01636 670062, Email: kdesena@rswt.org
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