Media Release

Healthy Horizons ahead thanks to Lottery Boost

Young people, children and community groups will be given the opportunity to grow their own and promote local food production, healthy eating and horticultural education following an award of £494,889 by Local Food, a new grants programme supported by the Big Lottery Fund.

Rising Sun Farm Wallsend has been awarded the funds to develop its 'Our Hands on the Land' project; which aims to promote organic food growing and to reconnect the wider communities with the land and reap the associated health benefits. It is one of the many credible organisations in the North East to receive funding from the £50million Local Food Programme which will be funding food related community projects right across the country.

Our Hands on the land' will create and equip a flexible and environmentally sustainable community building to enable schools and community groups to visit the organic farm and discover the pleasures of working on the land and providing the necessary training and support during and after the programme. 'Our hands on the Land' will engage volunteers from the local community, trained staff and the existing farm manager  who will help to organise horticultural activities on the farm for children to learn about different plants, farm livestock as well as learning about animal reproduction and nurturing, composting, crop rotation, food preparation, cooking and general good gardening skills.

This Local Food Grant will build and equip a community demonstration kitchen, for the preparation and cooking of food grown on the farm, and outreach work with our partners, North Tyneside PCT, Northumbria Health Trust and North Tyneside Council will take the good food message into the community.

Margaret Hall Chairman of the Rising Sun Farm Trust Ltd said:

“The Local Food grant will enable us to create and equip an environmentally sustainable learning centre for schools, community groups and children's centres.  They will be able to visit our organic farm and discover the pleasures of growing, cooking and eating their own produce and use what they learn on the farm throughout their lives”
Mark Wheddon, Local Food Programme Manager said:

“It is projects like this that have a wide and lasting impact on the community and we are happy to support them. This project marks just the beginning in terms of Local Food grants. With a record £50 million to distribute to various groups we will begin to see a real change in the accessibility of local food.”

Local Food has been developed by a consortium of 15 national environmental organisations, and is managed on their behalf by the Royal Society of Wildlife Trusts (RSWT). Supported by the Big Lottery Fund's Changing Spaces programme, Local Food will distribute grants to a variety of food related projects to make locally grown food more accessible. 

For further information please visit www.localfoodgrants.org.


-ends-

Note to Editors:

RSWT: The Royal Society of Wildlife Trusts is a registered charity, incorporated by Royal Charter, to promote conservation and manage environmental programmes throughout the whole of the UK. It has established management systems for holding and distributing funds totalling more than £20 million annually to environmental projects across the UK.

Changing Spaces programme: The Big Lottery Fund’s Changing Spaces programme was launched in November 2005 to help communities enjoy and improve their local environments. The programme funds a range of activities from local food schemes and farmers markets, to education projects teaching people about the local environment.

The Big Lottery Fund: Is the largest of the National Lottery good cause distributors, has been rolling out £2 million in Lottery good cause money every 24 hours to health, education, environment and charitable causes across the UK. www.biglotteryfund.org.uk.

For further information please contact:

Margaret Hall, Chairman, Rising Sun Farm Trust Ltd,  email: margaret.hall7@tesco.net

Lynsey Blackburn, PR & Promotions Officer, Royal Society of Wildlife Trusts

Tel: 01636 670105,  email: lblackburn@rswt.org
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